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15 April 2015

Letter of support for “IQuOD: International Quality-controlled Ocean Database”

To Whom It May Concern:

In our function as co-chairs of the international programme GODAE OceanView which provides
coordination and leadership in consolidating and improving global and regional ocean analysis and
forecasting systems, we hereby state our support for the IQUOD (International Quality Controlled
Ocean Database) initiative. IQUOD represents the first globally coordinated effort with the goal to
develop the most complete, consistent and high quality ocean profile database to support a range
of ocean, climate and Earth system research and services of societal benefit.

The particular aspects of the project that we would like to highlight as of direct benefit to the
GODAE OceanView community are:

e Provision of a highest quality reference data set, which can be used for bench-marking
ocean data assimilation systems and producing global and regional ocean analyses

e Comprehensive uncertainty estimates on a per observation basis, which will enable
refinements to data assimilation schemes and could also be adopted in operational systems

e Development of improved and internationally agreed “best practice” automated QC
algorithms that can be adopted by the operational data centers of the GODAE community

We intend to follow the project's progress and, as a community, be directly involved in using
IQuOD data products, promoting dialogue on data quality and articulating our requirements and
priorities as an end user. There are existing linkages between IQuOD and GODAE OceanView
through the Ocean Reanalysis Intercomparison Project (ORA-IP) and through the activities of the
CLIVAR Global Observations and Synthesis Panel, which we hope to exploit fully as IQuOD gathers
momentum.

With best wishes,

Nl e

Andreas Schiller, CSIRO, Australia Fraser Davidson, Fisheries and Oceans, Canada
Co-Chairs of the GODAE OceanView Science Team (GOVST)

For further information about GODAE OceanView please visit our website (www.godae-oceanview.org)
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