INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC UN ONS

From the President, ST.JOHN'S COLLEGE,
Dr. H. W. THOMPSON, C.B.E,, F.R.S. OXFORD, ENGLAND
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The Officers of ICSU are considering the publicaiIom
as soon as possible of a booklet describing the aims and
activities of the Council. This would enable us to bring
the full array of work being done by ICSU, its Unions,
Committees and other agencies, more noticeably before a
wider public. It would also be useful when approaches
are made to those who may be able to augment our funds.

It is important that this pamphlet should be written in a
style suitable for the general reader, and that it should
bring out clearly the value of ICSU's work not only for
international science but also for the welfare of the world
community.

The booklet would presumably contain information about
the Council's aims, constitution and general functions,
together with brief accounts of the main work of the Unions,
Committees and other agencies. It may run to 10,000 -
15,000 words in all. At present it is impossible to guess
the number of words which can be allotlked to each particular
activity, but it is hoped to achieve a fair balance, and to
blend the notes together.

It would be possible for us to derive thenecessary
material from published accounts of special projects, or
from the reports of the individual Unions or Committees.
However, we really need a brief and up-to-date summary such
a9 can best be written by those immediately concerned. In
the first instance, the booklet will be in English, but
arrangements may be made for its translation into other
languages if funds are available.
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I am sorry to burden you with this task, but it would
be greatly appreciated if you could write say adend SUV couAL
words for us on S , and forward it to
tie here as soon as possible, and not later than February
28th nex¥. . It would be helpful to us if you could send
two copies of your note. I should be grateful if you could
confirm that you will be able to do this for us.

Yours sincerely,

H.,W. Thompson
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Ref. 7A26/15/2

Pebruary 20, 1964

Ir R, %o Thompson,
President of ICSU,
5% Joha's Zollege,
QYFORD __ ENGLAND

Dear Dr Thompeon,

I enclose 2 aoples of the statement on SCOR requested
in your letter of Jamuary 9.

I found this statement much more diffisuls to write than

I had imagined. At least, it will probably serve as a basis for
the final statement in the booklet.

Yours sinoerely,

(.7 EY)
President of SCOR
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300R began as & group of marine scientists mesting %o arrange
for co-operative work in coeancgrephy. These scientists were
snoouraged by the general example of IGY bHut were disappointed
that 80 1i4tle seemed to Ve possidle in the fileld of occeanography.
Thay knew that muoh ocoeanic research ocould be dons only by
intemational so-operation. The oseans were so vast that no
laboratory or small group of laboratories could suscessfully invest-
igate the tremendously somplioated interastions of living organisms
with their physisal and chemical environmend or map the diverse
oontours of the coean floor. In looking for a project whioh wuld
bring marine scientists together in a major attack on our ignorance
of the seas around usy, SCOR came %0 the pussle of the Indiam Osean -
this enormous mass of water on whioh many isclated stulies had heen
made but whose general sirculstion, profuotivity and ) - dimensional
boundaries were still unkown.

The projest soon ook shape and the International Iandian Coean
Expedition, 1959-196%5, came into deing. ¥o coeanographic study of
this magnitude had been attempied defore and the prodlems and
ranifioations of suoh intemational collaberation beoane known only
as the work progressed. From the beginning 1% was clear that the
projess aculd ast as a foous for training young ssiemtista in the
sountries of the region and thersfore the co«operation and interest
of UNER00 were quiskly forthooming.

Thies oontast with an intergovermmental agenoy gave “COR o
chanos to work on a wider soale and brought SCOR inte proainense
as an important adviser te governmmis in addition to scademies,
soience counoils 48,y bodies with which 14 was already in ocontast
through ICBU and through the chain of 30.0dd national commitiees
for coeanic research whish SCOR had sstablished in order to work
with a wide varisty of laboratories thoughout the world,

I00R's main contacts with soientists are through its activities
in arrvenging international ocesnographis oongrescesy inter-diseiplinary
symposia, and small discussion meetings. In addition, SCOR has
plonesred the dolding of joint practiscal operations to compare and
standardise methodsy both for use in oo-operative projecis and o
revenl deficienaies whioh oan then be¢ remedied by laberatory
exsmination and figld tests.

Thus, besause of 118 wellwestablished sontasts with working
soientiote; Yeoause of its advisory funotions to UNE:CO and to the
Insergovernnental Oceanographie Commission, and besauss of its relations
with noaderies, COR finds iteelf in an important central poaition
in that heterogmoecus s0llection of solences known as ooeanography.

(. . HUNPRREY)

February 20, 1964
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