Restaurants
London’s dining scene is booming and its popularity means eating out in the West End is now more expensive than Paris or New York.  There are many places to eat extremely well but there are also good places to eat cheaply.  Here is a cross section taken from the 2007 Zagat’s Guide to London Restaurants. All are within 30 minutes walking distance of the hotel. Costs are a guide for dinner with one drink and service charge.  Booking is generally advisable particularly if the restaurant is described as “Popular”.

Within 10 minutes walk from the Strand Place Hotel
Asia de Cuba, 45 St Martin’s Lane, 020 7300 5588. “minimalist white art-columned noisy hotel restaurant utilises the flavours of Asia and Cuba that’s sophisticated without being pernickety”. £50. Popular.
Fire & Stone, 31-32 Maiden Lane, 0845 330 0139. “decent pizza with adventurous toppings”. £20. Best Buy.
Indigo, 1 Aldwych, 020 7300 0400. "relaxed efficient spot for business dinner.. pleasant reliable European menu". £44.  Popular
J Sheekey, 28-32 St Martins Court, 020 7240 2565.  “they’ll treat you royally at this chic clubby seafooder….sister of The Ivy….offering brilliant classic dishes and close-up celebrity watching”. One of the top London restaurants. £51. Excellent & Popular.
Kulu Kulu Sushi, 51-53 Shelton Street, 020 7240 5687. “when you don’t want an expensive meal  or you’re too hungry to wait to be served   this conveyer belt sushi gets you fresh fish fast” £19. Good Value.
Pizza Express, 9-12 Bow Street, 020 7240 3443. “always good which ever one you visit. £17.
Rules, 35 Maiden Lane, 020 7836 5314. "feels like dining in the pages of a Jane Austen novel..a chop house that offers classical British food".  £48 Popular.
Savoy Grill, Savoy Hotel, The Strand, 020 7592 1600. “one of Gordon Ramsay’s flock, this classic has been brought into this century with expertly cooked contemporary takes on old English standards.. a place everyone should eat at least once”.  £61. Excellent & Popular.

Simpson's in the Strand, 100 The Strand, 020 7836 9112. "feels like you're stepping back in time.. lots of atmosphere...reliable roasts carved from a silver trolley everyone should go there once". £48.
Thai Square ., 148 The Strand, 020 7497 0904 .."mass market … solid performer in a crowded field".  £27.
Wagamama, 1 Tavistock St, 020 7836 3330. “high-enery Japanese noodle canteen that does not leave you strapped for cash while sitting shoulder to shoulder with stangers.” £17. Best Buy.

Within 20 minutes walk including Chinatown
Alastair Little 49 Frith Street 0207734 5183  “quirky but perennial favourite with modern English fare… good place for a relaxed dinner”. £44.
Chowki Bar & Restaurant, 2-3 Denman Street 020 7439 1330. "unbeatable value with excellent quality Indian food". £23. Best Buy.
Ed Easy Diner, 15 Great Newport Street, 020 7836 0271, “satisfy your unhealthy (ie burgers) food cravings at this knock off diner”. £16. Best Buy

Fung Shing 15 Lisle Street 020 7437 1539  “quality Cantonese food in an unprepossessing setting but consistently creative cuisine”  £29.

Joy King Lau 3 Leicester Street 020 7437 1133   “nothing to look at but this restaurant spreads culinary joy across four floors with excellent dim-sum and other excellent value Cantonese food” £22.

Patara 15 Greek Street 020 7437 1071   “sumptuous upscale SE Asia food that is more than the usual Thai fare” £37. Excellent. 

Red Fort 77 Dean Street 020 7437 2525  “London knows curry and this is up with the best…. Zen like atmosphere… if you want to impress someone this is a good place to do it”. £41. Excellent.
Shanghai Blues, 193-197 High Holborn 020 7404 1668... "one of the more handsome Chinese restaurants in London with appealing upmarket fare". £39.
Yauatcha, 15 Broadwick Steet, 020 7494 8888. “class act from start to finish… delectable dim-sums that are better than sex and imaginative main meals worth every penny” £39. Excellent.
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